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AMUSEMENTS THIS BVENlNd.

MIBLO'S GARDEN, Broadwar..Bmce Crook.

NEW TORE THEATRE, opposite New York Hotel..
Urdeb tub Uaaliuut.

OLYMTIC THEATRE. Broadway.-A Midsubbeb
|:ICBT'S DtliV.

GERMAN 8TADT THEATRE. Not. 45 and 47 Bowery..Fiona Bubschb.Fbecmd hciium, Ac.

WALLACE'S THEATRE, Broadway and 13tU street..
Tbe Belle's Htkataoeb.

BROADWAY THEATRE. Broadway. -Doba.

BOWERY THEATRE, Huwery..Heart or the Orbat
Cut.Tabinu or the Sbbbw.

ACADEMY OF MUSIC, Fourteenth street..The Qrakd
DUCBBSS.

8TEINWAY HALL..Cuables Dickers' Rbamkqs.

NF.W YORK CIRCUS, Fourteeatb street..Otmnasticj,
Evicestbiarisb, Ac.

FIFTH AVENUE TnF.ATRE. Not. 2 and 4 West 84th
street..Ya Ubaro Qvbbr Bess.

THEATRE COMIQUE, 514 Broadway.-White, Cotton
A SaABrLBT's Minstrels.

KELLY A LEON'S MINSTRELS, 7*> Broadway..Sohos,Dabobs, Eccentricities, Burlesques. Ac.

RAN FRANCISCO MINSTRELS, 5W Broadway..Erato-
riAB Kbtbrtaibbbmts, Simoinu, Dancing and Ulrlbsuubs.

TONY PASTOR'S OPERA HOUSE, 201 Bowery..ComicYoCALISB, Neubo Minstbblst, Ac.

BUTLER'S AMERICAN THEATRE, 472 Broadway..Ballbt, Farce, Pantobibe, Ac.

BUNYAN HALL, Broadway and Fifteenth street.Tub
Piujbir.
DODWORTH HALL, 8UC Broadway..Cabicatcjbb Paint-

IRQS, WITH LeCTOBB.

HOOLEY'B OPERA HOUSE. Brooklyn.-ErntoriABMinstbblst, Ballads ard Bublbsqubs.

MEW YORK MUSEUM OF ANATOMY, <18 Broadway.-SCIBBCB abd abt.

New York, FrMar, December 'AO, INU7.
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1UB0PK.
Theim report by the AUantio cable I* dated yester¬

day ereiwi, Decvmt>er t».
It ta Mid that tbe Fenians la England bad a plan for

the aaaault aad plunder of all the volunteer mtitu*
armoriea In the oouatry aad ibat the paper baa baea
aelied. The Sheriff and town Surveyorof Newcastle-oa-
Tyne died from the affecta of the mtro-glyeerlne explo-
alaa. Another of the peraone wounded at Clerkenwell
died. Tbe Italian army reaerree are being called Into
active eerrtce. Daao-German negotiations of aa lm-
portant character are looked for la January.
Coaaola cloead at 02K for money In London. Five-

tweatiee wave at T2 in London aad 76 1310 ia Frank*
fort. The Liverpool cotton market waa quiet, with mid-
dliaf upiaada at d. Breadstuff* steady, with market
rathar dull. Frovlatoaa quiet.

CONGRESS.
I* the Senate yeeterday a petition from various cltl-

aana praying for protection to naturalized a%d native
born Americana In foreign couatrlea elicited reasarka from
Meeere. Conaeea, Sherman, Johnson, Conkling and Sum¬
ner, all of whom agreed that aome action should be takes
to malatalQ tbe dignity of the government. The peti¬
tion waa referred to the Committee on Foreign Relatioaa.
The Hoaee bill to aapply deficiencies came up, and aa
aaaadment that no member of either houee ahall be
allowed atatloaery or aewapapara waa adopted, aad the
bill passed.

la the House leave waa aslced to Introduce a concur
rent rwolutlou Of thanks to Geeeral Hancock, bat ob¬
jection waa made. The consideration^ tbe bill la ref¬
erence to deoertera reported oa Wednesday waa again
reaumed, aad the bill waa recommitted. A call for tbe
correspondence relative to tbe ce.-alon of Kusalan
America waa agreed to. The Deficiency Appropriation
bill, after aeme debate, waa psased. It eppraprtaiea
.12,967,000 to supply deOcleacles In recoaatractioa ex-

peaeea aad the Quartermaster's supplies. Alter aome
oth& anlmportam busiaeaa fee House adjourned uaill
thia morntag.

TOTS CITY.
la the Board af Councilmen yesterday the resoluton

donating fl.000 to the Commtaaionera of tbe Slaking
Fund waa Anally agreed ta rermlssloa waa granted to
the Harlem Railroad Company to use dummy ruginea
between the paaseager and freight stations in the city.

In the Board of Health yeeterday the vacclaatioa
question waa again diecusaed. A communication from
tbe attorney of the Beard, relative to tbe Teaemenl
Hoaaa ordlnaneee, was read aad Died.
Aa add rasa waa delivered laat even lag at tbe Brooklyn

Academy of Music by Wendell Phillips oa 'The Surren¬
der of ( ongreaa." The atteadaace was aot very large.
The aeroaer'e taquest la the Oaae of tbe aine victims

oi the lata teaamant houee buralng in 9cooad avenue
waa baid yeeterday at Bellarue Hospital It was tbe
opta«a« af the jury that a German oamed Maximilian
Mailer an the bouse oa Are, aad a verdict waa raadarad
ta this effect, aad the accused committed to prteon with¬
out bail to anawer tbe charge. The jery la their ver¬
dict aieo charged Charles Boffmaa, tbe owner or the
building, with culpable aad criminal n*<tigea< c in aot
providing suitable meaas of aacape, aad be waa required
ta give bail ta await the actloa af tbe Oraad Jury.
Author day, tbe fourth day tbue far, was coewtmed

yeeterday by Coroaer Lynch la laveattgatiag the facta
aaaaeetad with the recent mysterious deaths or Mra
Fall aad daughter la Braeklya. An addttlaaal mam
af teaumoay was taken, but no addttleaai light waa
thrown upon the subject af the mystery.
A party of burglars aatared a private raaidaace In^JT ll-

liamaburg oa Wednenday algbt aad atola $16,000 la
bsada, etocks aad treasury aotea. The ladtcatlona were
thai they had bean vary leisarely about tbelr work,
smakiag aamaraua cigar* aad drlakiag several be'.tlee
ef wtaas darlag their etay m tbe heusa,

Ortepia Cadeaa, a Cubaa aagra, wbe murdered hie Wife
lb September last, waa yeeterday eeatcaced to mpr soa-
meat for Ufa.
fka laasaa Llae atsamsbip Clip af Beetan, Captain Boa-

feaB, will mil from ptor 4* North riverM aoea tomorrow
(Saturday) for Queeastowa and Liverpool The maile
ftr Oraat Britain, Irelaad aad tha Ooatiaeat will cioaa at
tbe Feat Office at half-paat tea ia tha more log.
Tha Bntloaal Line Btaaasahlp Company'a steamer

Villain, Captain Fruwaa, will leave pier 4T North river
¦*t aaoa ta-morrow (Saturday i far Liverpool, ealliagat
Uassaslsn ta Iffd pasecagors.
Thf Anchor UM ataamahip Columbia, (aptain Car-

uagkaa, wtM leave pttf Ba. . North river te-morrow

(Saturday) at Mak far Livstpsti a^} oieajow, touch-
lag at Losdstlsrw to lead|j|H|giii.
ThaCroaweU tWataSieBp Senefs! Mea^o, Contain

Hampaaa, will «tfl from pier No. $ North rlat tMfo
F> M, la-merraw (Satardar) f»r New Orleans direct.

^ «l»SMfl>S Mercedlta. Captaia Smit^ of 0. H-

Mdfciy fcCsTs "ee, having" tee» 4elafa* by the

-tf'htr. will **" fr0® P1*' * Cut river tO-m»rrv>w

retardey) aiterdoon for New Oriwi
Tha popular steamahip Saragoesa, Caputs M. B

Oroweli "of Arthur Leary's Una, will aail at thraa P. K.
to-morrow (5eturday), from piar 14 East river, for
Charleston, 8. C concocting at that city with staamar

lor iba Florida porta and all potata South and Southweet.
Tba ilock market waa firm yesterday moraine, but

afterwards declined. Government aacuritiaa war*
strong. Gold wu steady and closed at 131

MISCELLANEOUS.
Our apaelal telagrama ovar the Cuba cabla aontain In-

telitgeaoe from the various.Wast India islands. Cabral
wu marching on Haytl. A Ganeral Buz la raportad
to have baan ahot by Cabral. but which ona of tha Baez
brothers la unknown. Tba murdar of Montes la further
oouOrmed, the dataila being given. Hla brother waa
captured and chained down to the bed whara ha waa
stain.
Our dataa from Mexico are to the 17th inat. by way

of Slaal and tha Cuba cable. The Brltieh subjects were
to be left under the protection of tha Mexican govern¬
ment after the departure of their Minuter. It waa

expected that all the European Legation* would with¬
draw. Several valuable gold mlnea had been discovered.
An attempt waa made at Jalapa to create a revolution in
favor of Diaz for President, but It failed.
In the Constitutional Convention yesterday resolu¬

tions ware reported from committee favoring the ac¬

ceptance of a ball In Troy for tba holding of sessions
and an adjournment on Friday, the 26th mat., to Tues-
day, January 14, when the reassembling shall take place
in Troy. They were adopted. A resolution to amend
the article on corporations so that the Legislature is
prohibited from authorizing a consolidation of railroad
companies, whose linos run parallel or are competing
lines, was laid on the table. Another favoring the
establishment of a home for disabled soldiers
ana Bailors of the State waa served the samo

way. In the consideration of tho Judiciary re¬

port, amendments classing the Brooklyn city oourta
with the New York local courts and providing that
no Judgee shall hold office after reaching the age of
seventy years were adopted. Pending further consider¬
ation of the report the Convention adjourned.

Is the Virginia Convention yesterday the committee
reported adversely to the proposed aulllUcation of debta
incurred In the purchase of slaves. A resolution re¬

questing General Schofleld to abolish distinction of color
on public oonveyancee was referred.
The Georgia Convention have resolved in caucus to

support Chase for tha Praeidency.
The Manufacturers' Convention at Cleveland yester¬

day appointed a committee to wait upon Congress in the
lntereet or tha Convention, and organised a national
association of manufacturers.
Eighteen of the bodlea burned in the Lake Shore Rail¬

road aecident can be recognized, and twenty-three are
considered paafr recognition. It will possibly require a

surgical examination to determine their sex. A coro¬
ner's Inquest will be held in Buffalo to-day.
The boiler of the steam tan Unit, lying at a dock In

Jereey City, yesterday exploded, killing one man in¬
stantly and seriously injuring three others.
A portion of the Paragon Oil Works, on Pen Horn

creek, two miles baok of Hudson city, N. J., wu des¬
troyed by Ore yesterday, occasioned by tho exploaion of
a tank in which a carboy of vitriol bad been emptied.
Three men were badly burned, and the peouniary loss on
tbs buildings amounts to $26,000.

The New Southern Reconstruction Dill.
The CSrent Iun« Before the Country.
In the new Southern Reconstruction bill

which has just passed the House of Repre¬
sentatives, and In the close party division of
the House.yeas 104, nays 37.upon the final
vote, the Intelligent reader may readily per¬
ceive what will be the great controlling Issue
In our approaching Presidential contest. The
tinkering of Congress upon bonds, banks and
currency signifies nothing. The passage of
this new negro Reconstruction bill, on the
other hand, is equivalent to a formal procla¬
mation of the republican platform for the
Presidential campaign.
And what Is this hill? It is simply a bill to

facilitate and expedite the reconstruction and
restoration In Congress of the ten outside
Southern States on the basis of negro supre¬
macy. Under the Reconstruction laws as they
now stand there must be in all these Southern
elections a majority voting (both sides counted)
of all the voters registered; otherwise the
election Calls through. It has been demon¬
strated, however, that under this system there
is danger that the opposition party may con¬
trive to keep a majority of the registered
voters from the polls, and thus defeat the
object of the election. To avoid this danger
this new bill provides that a majority
of the voWs cast in these elections
slull be decisive, though less than
one-half or less than one-tenth of the
registered voters of the State come to the
polls. In the next place, the new bill provides
that, Instead of waiting till after the adoption
of a new State constitution, each of the States
concerned nny elect members to Congress in
the election on the constitution.

This bill will doubtless (over the veto) be¬
come a law; and under its provisions during
the present session of Congress we may look
for the restoration of the ten excluded rebel
States. They will be entitled, altogether, to
fifty members of the House, twenty members
of the Senate and seventy electoral votes in
the Presidential election. Their admission into
the House will admit them Into the Presiden¬
tial contest; and this is the special object of'
the bill.a Southern negro radical electoral
balance of power for the Presidential succes¬
sion against a possible Northern opposition
majority. We say that under this new bill we
expect these ten outside Southern States will
be reinstated in Congress during the present
session; but whether there will be any negroes
among their representatives, or not, It is diffi¬
cult to conjecture. In any event the restora¬
tion of these#t*n States on the basis of negro
supremacy will Insvitably become in the North
the controlling Issue In the Presidential cam-

palgn.
,The restoration of the rebel States under this

programme can only be maintained by a

standing army; and with a standing army
over the people as a fixed institution in the
South, how long will it be before we are blest
with the supreme authority of an army over us
In the North? In these ten excluded States
there was In 1860 a population of some seven
million six hundred thousand whites and
blacks, or which the whhes held a majority of
nearly a million over the blacks. But under
the peculiar circumstances and antecedents of
these two raees in the South, If the blacks
were in a majority of . million or two mHlions
their political supremacy over the white raoe
would he impossible without a standing army.
Negro domination, If maintained In any ene of
those States, means a standing army end the
removal of the while race byfl upon the fojJ;
bnl negro domination,''even la South Carolina,
set up through the devices of universal negro
suffrage and Irhlte disfranchisement*, will nol
be tolemjri by the North.

Radical fknatlcs on popular ri|hts, when in
power, always push their extreme theories to
their own overthrow. The French Jacobins,wio open*3 the way for Napoleon %nd )||9
empire, and the leg"8* Roundheatb, who
found, not thplf serflft- tbeir n#Mt#r ,n
CromwsIU and who at his death had to submit

j.im pjHa?f. mlor,.M
Bourcbj, ut conspicuous among the

«Miple« of the energy and ruinous excess.,
of radical ftnaticlsm. We have another
example of those radical ezoeeaei In these
Southern reconstruction laws of Congress,
embracing a scheme of Southern ne^ro ascend-
aney utterly impracticable without a standing
^utterly demoralizing and revolu-

tionary in its tendencies if maintained by an

army. And this is to be the great issue of our

approaching Presidential struggle. Shall this
Southern negro reconstruction policy of Con¬
gress be ratified or rejected by the people
of the United States? The proposition is
strongly suggestive of a political reaction and
revolution against the radieal excesses of the
republican party as decisive as that of 1860,
which brought this party into power.

MOd tht> r-,le- Stllle,.The AU,
bank Claim.

History, it has been often said, repeal* Itself.
he sayin/r, it is true, does not amount to an

absolute truth; but it Is scarcely the lose, on

that account, pregnant with suggestive lessons.
Pity it is that these lessons have been to often
neglectod by nations and by individuals,
There is one lesson which history has taught
and which is likely soon again to receive fresh
illustrations, but which, like so many of the
others, has been little heeded.this, "namely,
that small beginnings oftentimes lead to great
and disastrous conclusions.

It will not surprise us if the present diffl-
culty between England and the United States,
arising out of the Alabama affair, fnrnishes
some such illustration. The original difficulty
between the Greeks and the Persians was a
¦mall matter, but it led to a protracted
struggle a struggle which resulted in the
humiliation of Persia and the building up of
the magnificent empire of Alexander. It was
so afterwards with Rome and Carthage. A
trifling Sicilian difficulty brought the Cartha¬
ginians and the Romans into collision. The
bad passions which this first struggle engen¬
dered lasted long after the original diflculty
was forgotten. The Punic wars occupy a

prominent place on the page of history, and
the third Punic war ended only with the
destruction of Carthage and the conversion of
the then Great Sea into a Roman lake.
Great Britain and the United States have

allowed themselves to drift into a position
wh,ch, to say the least, is ominous of war.
The original cause of quarrel, ifgood sense and
reason had been allowed to prevail, might
easily have been got over. The stubbornness

I ,--'11?' b°WeV6r' has m,&hli,r aggravated
the difficulty, and it Is now extremely difficult
to foresee to what disastrous conclusion this
small cause of quarrel may lead. To us the
payment of the Alabama claims is a compara-
tive trifle. The money is nothing ; the princi¬
ple is everything. The refusal on the part of
Great Britain to pay the Alabama claims may
give rise to a struggle which will assume pro¬
portions unparalleled in the past, which will
sink Persian and Punic wan into the shade
and the only result of which can be the triumph
of the American flag and the conversion of the
broad Atlantic into a grand American lake
We can never regard the recognition of the
South by the government of Great Britain In
any other light than as an open and wllftal vio¬
lation of the principles of international law
and as an insult offered to the great American
people. We have not forgotten and will not
soon forget the conduct of the British govern¬
ment or of the British pre., during our late
Civil war.a civil war which ended so glori¬
ously for the Union, and which so marvellously
revealed our resources and the power of our

republicanlnstitution* France is scarcely less
culpable than England, but we have already
had our revenge in that quarter. W. have
seen her eat humble pie quite to our satisfac¬
tion and there are few who will refuse to
admit that she waddled down the hill a little
more quickly and a little less to her own com¬
fort than she waddled up. It is England',
turn to eat humble pie now, and our advice to
ber is to avoid a collision with the great
republic by paying down the Alabama claim,
at once.

Soliike and the J«tf(M-IaJ«ictiM ud PI.
roiftiN.

When Phryne wu accused before the conrt
the pleading of her counsel was a simple ap¬
peal to the eyes of the Judges. He pointed to
lthe charms of his client; and those wise old
fellows were of opinion that a woman so beau¬
tiful might believe what she chose. So Phryne
went free. Borne such idea* of law seem .to
govern In the case of Sohlke, who is, perhaps,
as beautiful as Phryne, and can no doubt
dance a great deal better. Sohlke was one of
the choice creatures brought from Pari? to
giro the world an ldoa what sort of articles
are knocked down by the Devil at his auc¬
tions. It was, perhaps, thought that men might
be thus reconciled with the future. Sohlkt
danced and smiled, and smiled and danced.
Her pas were marvels of grace ; but, alas! the
fanciers of fancj drama did not run in that
direction. Even Sohlke could not make them,
and the " Devil's Auction" came to an un¬

timely end. Even to this hour it is not
known but this was because Sohlke danced
too well and with too pure a sense ot
art for the muses who had been brought
tfp on the " Black Crook," which Is strong
stuff. Sohlk* was out of busines*. Here
begin* trouble. It *«ems that dancers must
eat. Those hlry creatures, half silken tights
and half ganiu, that float before the public
eye, with the faces out of Raphael's picture*
and the rest from Rubens, consume beef and
mntton, and such timber; and these things
most be bought, and with money. So Sohlke
listened to the tempter from the Black Crook
setablishssent, and was to dance for the
enemy. But lo I a Judge appears on the scene.
He wields the terrors of law as n Chinese
demon does blue lightning, and In a thunder¬
ing eoloe he commands Sohlke to stand still
She stands still, of coarse. What shall be done
with this terrible Judge t What was done with
him nobody knows; for here is a mysterious
hiatus In onr knowledge. Was he moved u
Phryns^s judges were? Did Sohlke perform a

jvm with such splendor that the enraptured
Jndge declared that she wjho codd dance like
that might dance anywhere? Perhaps! No
matter I Nevermind I Who shall say? It to
only certain that the injunction was looetd ;
It was salted to the clrcumetance*; it per¬
mitted the gancer to daift*; M *" put on to

prpeft dancing, and modified trt It
Though she dances the injunction is, of oourei,
on her still, bat " jastiee to aettofled and Rome
to free."

Gtitrtl GruCi llwrMu Ldltr.
Sloe* the publication of General Grant's

private lettsr to ths President on ths h-
moral of General Sheridan from the com¬
mand of the Fifth Military District a great
deal has been said for and againit Grant,
relative to thla communication. The Gen¬
eral baa been too reticent with regard to
bis political views to please the politician!.
With all tbeir devices and probings they could
get little from bim. Jhe republicans want to
take blm next fall as their candidate for tbe
Presidency, aeeing tbe neoessity of having bis
popular name to help them out of their grow¬
ing unpopularity and to perpetuate tbeir
power; but the radioal leaders feared hs was

too conservative, and might Tylerite the party.
Under this state of things tbe; were anxious Uf
get bold of tbe letter to the President on Sheri¬
dan's removal. The democrats, on the other
band, while they bad no serious thought of
making Grant their candidate, believed he was

conservative. They looked to his early record
before the war, when be was an avowed demo¬
crat.to bis general expressions of patriotism,
to his character, to his liberal conduct toward
tbe rebels, and to the feet that he accepted the
position of acting Secretary of War on the re¬
moval of Stanton, the big gun of tbe radicals.
They, consequently, were desirous of knowing
what the General had said about tbe removal
of the fevorite Southern military commander
of the radicals. Everywhere there was a great
deal of curiosity, though it was generally
known Grant remonstrated against the re¬
moval of his heroic friend.
Upon the pressure from parties in Congress

and to satisfy this curiosity the President gave
up the private letter of General Grant We
think he should not have done so. He could
have refused to make it public, it having been
intended for his eye alone and marked private.
But it has been published, and everybody
knows its contents. Well, what comfort can
the pftticians get from it T What is there in
it to make so much ftiss about? It is the letter
of an honest man, expressing his honest con¬
victions at the time it was written. He may
think differently now. He remonstrated against
the removal of Stanton in the same letter; yet
be afterward accepted Stanton's position, and
we have no doubt that now he believes the
President did a good thing in making the
change. General Grant's conduct all through,
toward the rebels and with regard to the Re¬
construction acts of Congress, has been any¬
thing but radical, and therefore it is not to be
supposed he favored the radioal policy of
Sheridan or anybody else. The truth is, he
loved Sheridan as his friend and companion in
arms, and valued highly his great services in
the war. He knew Sheridan to be patriotic,
and was not willing to believe that distin¬
guished soldier would aot Imprudently. Be¬
sides, be has always been anxious to see the
Southern States restored as soon as possible,
and thinking Congress, as now constituted, had
absolute power over the subject, it would be
impolitic or dangerous for the President to
oppose tbe policy of that body. He looked
upon Congress as representing public opinion
in the matter, and thought that was tbe high
tribunal to which all should bow. The recent
elections may have changed his opinion in this
respect, and though we have no direct evidence
of that, we think it likely they have. In short,
there is nothing in tbe Sheridan letter to show
that Grant Is not conservative, or that bo had
ahjf 6ther object in view than to serve his dis¬
tinguished friend and the country, under the
peculiar circumstances of the casa and the
times.

Reduction «f Kivtrtt.
We see by our Wasttngton jorro^ondenoethat the domestic export* of tlie United Stales

for the fiscal year ending July, 1867, to all
countries, not reckoning the exports which
were under half a million dollars in value to
anj country, were about fortj millions less
than In 1860, the year before the war. The
amount is reckoned In specie, and was for
1867 over three hundred and thirty-four mil¬
lions, against three hundred and seventy-three
millions in 1860. This falling off of forty mil¬
lions is to be attributed in a great measure,
undoubtedly, to the decline of Southern pro¬
ducts. The war and the destructive measures
of Congress have paralysed the Industry of the
South, although the pressing necessities of the
Southern people forced them to make extraor*
dinary efforts to raise crops last year. Next
year we may expect, under the same ruinous
policy of Africanizing the South,'a still greater
falling off iiTcotton and other staple products.
The balance of foreign trade, as a conse¬

quence, will be heavier against us, and there
will be a greater drain of the precious metals.
Yet, strange to say, the very men who are

ruining the South by their radical policy cry
out for immediate specie payments. They
force away the gold to pay balances abroad,
which would help us to approach a specie1
basis, by making the country unproductive,
at the same time they clnmor for immediate
redumption. Such stupidity is almost incredi¬
ble. To make the country prosperous, to
reach specie payments, and to prevent the
drain of the preoious metals, we must restore
the South under a more liberal policy than is
now being followed, and increase its valuable
staple produe»|Q~i

Wendell Phillip* on C'eaereea.
Wendell Phillips is assuredly right in his

criticisms on tho Fortieth Congress. Ills
strictures upon Its incessant activity in ad¬
journing are fully justified. It neglects almost
everything else."finance, acquisition of for¬
eign territory, reconstruction Itself'.and is
intent only on finding and improving occasions
to adjourn. Mr. Phillips says, In his latest Eli¬
mination against it, "The Thirty-eighth Con¬
gress will live in history as the one which ini¬
tiated the constitutional amendment abolishing
slavery. The Thirty-ninth Congress will be
renowned for that great abortion, the Civil
Offlce Tenure act. But of the Fortieth Con¬
gress it will simply and grandly be recorded
that it adjourned." Before adjourning, how*
ever, U has betrayed every day its mania for
harping ok the same old negro question which
has so long monopolised its attention. This
qutftlon ^st alwsvs been the order of tke day,
(o TEs exclusion of all other nrgsnt questions
ef vital national importance. Wendell Phil¬
lips tyPMli *. might imagine, would at
length grow wJKry bt this mon®Waott» negro
worship and call upon Congress te rise from
its proetration before the ebony idol. The
American people might forgive him for his
share In erecting altars te thai Mel if he
would empioy his eloqnenee la aronstng Con¬
gress to » MMeef 1114to«|m«

*" ~ #' "" "

upon ft variety of other questions on which the
Ml Mi prosperity of (hit great republic
depend.
A Ntalaulta tmr the PreeMeacy frta the

While Hmm.
From the White House we receive the name

of n man who, it ia thought, should succeed to
the Presidential honors. This name is not
given as the rulers of the easy East once

*fe®i? (governors, hut quite in repub-
lican form. The President end his Cabinet
constitute themselves a nominating conven¬

tion, and thej thus signify at once that Mr.
Johnson it ont of the field and that General
Hancock is welcome to all official good graces
in the struggle against a radical oandidate.
Grant, Chase or any other. It Is a good
nomination. Hancock is a man of high
character and good record, and is in a posi¬
tion to let the country know what his ideas are

on the important point of our political life.
This Is a shrewd move on the part of the
President, and also on the part of Mr. Seward,
if he had any hand.in it, though we suspect he
was too busy in buying the very cold coun¬
tries in Russian America and the very hot one

in the West Indies to give this matter much
thought. All neoessity for an opposition con¬
vention is, of course, done away with by the
movement, or, If such convention should ever

meet, it will only have to go through the mere

formality of endorsing the good work already
done in the White House.
The great difficulty in this matter would seem

to be the training in the New York democracy,
who have been so much in the wind with Sher¬
man, McClellan, Seymour and Pendleton nomi¬
nations that they hardly know where they are.

Fortunately, however, they are in strong
hands. For many years, as all well know, that
fine turnout called the democracy was owned
and driven by Dean Richmond; and then the
Dean died. John Van Buren then tried the
management, and it killed him soon. But next
came that weather-beaten commodore, the
illustrious Vanderbilt, a man who has been
roughly handled in all sorts of storms, atmos¬
pheric and financial, and who experiences bis
sweetest slumbers only when lulled to rest by
the rocking of earthquakes. Vanderbilt holds
the ribbons for the four great lines of rail that
have this great city for their objective.the
Harlem, the Hudson, the Erie and the Cen¬
tral, a very pretty tour-in-hand. Driving this
turnout, he, of course, carries the democratic
party in the ooaob. On the box beside him
goes Belmont, who, with the Inherited sagacity
of thirty centuries and the name of Rothschild,
manages Wall street as easily as If It were a

patent snapper on a brand new whip. The
Manhattan Club goes along also (In the boot)
with its two half Sohells making one great
shell together. Nobody knows exactly what
is to be done with Tammany Hall, but If it
behaves it may have a back seat 0H1 top. For
a party thus mounted, managed and driven,.
General Hancook Is exactly the candidate, and
will make the prettiest possible run.

The SlMkltbUai LecMuUi ef C'twreu.
Instead ot adopting measure* to promptly

restore the republio te harmony and to pro¬
mote industry, Congress is legislating for stook-
jobbers and gold gamblers. The report of the
Senate Committee on Finance in favor of
funding the national debt and for other pur¬
poses, and nearly all the other movements in
Congress relating to our finances, hare a stock*
jobbing charaotor. They will, if oarried out,
give plenty of employment to the Jay Cooke
financial agents of government and to the
brokers and stock gamblers in WuH street.
The only sensible measure proposed is tbatjo
prevent the further contraction of the currency.
The rest are crude, complicated, tol 541
culatedto th^CTT ^oufttry Into Ja*xtrlcable
difficulties. What we want now is the prompt
restoration of the productive South in such a
liberal manner as to stimulate its industry, in¬
stead of attempting to push through the de¬
structive Africanizing policy, and to take off
the burden of taxation everywhere to the low¬
est point possible with the necessities of gov¬
ernment, and under the strictest economy.
That is what we want, and little else should
be attempted at present The debt should be
funded and made of a uniform character, but
there is time enough to do thai There Is no

necessity to rush this business through; it re¬

quires time . and deliberation. Restore the
country, establish economy, reduce taxation,
and let the ourrency alone. This is the work
for Congress to attend to, and anything else
can be better deterred than attempted.

IOARO OF CQUNCILKH.
Donation to .tke C*a«lnlMfn ef Ike Mak¬
ing Cind.PrralMlra Uraaced (. Ike Har-
Irm Hal)read C'ewpaay te I'm Dammy Ka¬
lian.
Thin Board mat ycotonlay afternoon, ike Prraldeat,

Mr. Brinkman, presiding.
A resolution was adopted donating oes thousand dol¬

lar* each to ths Commiaaionera of the Slaking Fane.
Prevloue to its adoption, Mr. Otuons vigorously oppoand
it, auting tbnt Mayor Hornuw and lba City Cbembar-
lain "wara receiving large salaries, and It was unjuatto require tbe taxpayer* to graat a donation to tke
Commiaaionera.

Mr. Tsohas MrtRiT qnletly remarked that If Mr.Giltnore were one of the Oommlooionere he would have
no objection to receive the donation.
A loaf debate ensued upon a resolution proposing to

donate $3,000 to the Industrial School in Forty-second
street, which reeulted in lis defeat. On aoUon, Ike
resolution was rsseaaldored and lali oVer.
The foilewing resolution. wbloh was vetoed by tbe

Mayor, was called up and adopted
Rnolrad, That perm loton la hereby granted to the New

Yoafc and Uarlem Railroad Company to uae dummy angiuaato draw care between their tevtral paetenger and freight¦Utlona In the city of New York duridf tbt (pntlnuanoe ef
their obanar. upon oondlUoa that tbay pey in eaCb y«u aU«-eee fee of Aflr dollar* for eeoh of aald anglnea nteTbytbem during tbat year, and to lay down aoah curvea.
.aitrbea and turnout* along their route, and at their »ev.
era) raaaengcr aad freight dcpota, aa are aeceeeery for the
coavaaient tranaaetioa of their buaiuee*.
The Beard adjourned till Monday.

RATIONAL ACADEMY OF 0ESI6N.
A large number of artist* and their friends enjoyed

est evening at lbs Academy s private visw of ths flret
annual collection ef tke Amsrione Society of Palmers in
Water Colore. Tkl* society, ef which Sasinei CeJmaa
Is President, Gilbert Barling SeereUry, J. 8. Smillie
Treasurer, sad William Hart, William Craig, Jobs T.
Falconer aad Alfred Fredricks are tke Board ef Con¬
trol, ka* been in ailstoose only s year, its "tret
fruits" oeailst of nearly fear kuadred pkturoa, wbtcb
la variety ef sebject* sad eacellenoe of treatment give
grntlfylsg premiee that velar oolor palnttag will h*nce.
forth be se longer e neglected departMeet ef Asaertcaa
an Tke eSean si tke society were all reprsssntad
in tke eel lection, nad also tbe following mem-

Pre:. Hooper, Fee*, Crepeey, Barony. Tea lagan,C Ferrer, Do Heae, Moore, Creech, WT brown. Rood,
Duns, Wynei Readall. It Mala OiffardL F. W. unread,
Mieoi, Watormas, H. Farrar, J. 0. Smdlie, Mre. Ktisa-
heth Merray, Bellews, Vaa kltae, Willie, Waod, Mew.
mas aad Arthur Lnmley. ssverel works wereeee-

gfSiHNiMifiSilight nnd aa the hanging sftke pteaerea oould no* bo oom-
Dietod In Mmote have a eatatogee ready WO mast waitfarMetkerseeiMdeeta tssvrttotksmla detail. They
fetmatNitaabtosad o*»actlvoaMltioa Mtke«la*re»-
hibttiee ft Us iii»f st Pssifn,

CHARLES DKUIli UiMRfif.
ir we WW* to Judge from the aumber of vacant chair*

scatt*r*d h*r* and tber* la Stelaway Halt last aight wa
.hoaId »; that the gas* of th* speculators ia ticket*
for th* Dckens reading* vaa aocaevhat apolled, not
that tha audieaca wii aot nearly as large and quite tm
respectable u usual. Ia faot, no artist, author or raadaa
aaad desire any feettar; hut, aeverthelass, tha thing was
pataat that tba bouse waa aot crowded and that tickets
ww« aold by tba army of speculator* oa tha sidewalk aa
law aa seventy-five eaata. Mr. Olakaaa aelectad for hla
aubjaota, "Nicholas Nickleby at 8quesr's School," aa4
"Boota at tha Holly Traa Ina." Dtckaaa is mor* of aa
actor than aa .locutlomst, and wa war* strongly iin-

pressed with tha idea that thara ara many
people who could have read ha atortaa bene*
than he doe* himself; and wa ware further
lad to th* idea that hla hooka can be batter enjoyed l>y
reading theoa than by hewing them read by DirkenC
Tba only characters, fw example, in Nickleby which ha
gave ia a completely pictorial form were Squeer* and
John Brodte. In Squeers wa had not only the voice
Mid manner of th* illiterate despot of Do-tbe-boys Hall,
bat Mr, Oiokens delivered bis sayiags with on* eye
closed so aa to complete the picture. Th* lisp of Miai
Squeers, which is one of the catching points in the de¬
lineation of that unsuitable young lady's character, wa*,
if wa may use tha twm, artistically done, and Johm
Brodle'a dialect brought the rud* and kind hearte4
countryman bofore ua. But w* must say that poor
Smlke suffered sadly. No one who heard Mr. Dickeiu'
efforts to portray In speech the character wliloh
he has so admirably described in print but
must bar* fait lew .sympathy with th* unlortunata
outcast boy than the written description haaJelt w.th all
who read "Mcbolas Nickleby." The reading or the let*
tars was sn Inimitable touch of humor, and the scene a^
the card table between Nicholas, John Brodie, Mia*
Squeers, and Miss Matilde Price was a representatioa
or the author's Idea with whloh we are not dis.
posed to And fkuit. We have seen the picture en4
beard th* dialogue many a tim* in the primed pages
or tha story, and bereio lies the inequality or Dickens'
reading power. Now and then be literally reproduce!
himself, and you see bis cnaructers before you; some*
times be disappoints one's tmprewions of the most nub.
tie and agreeable Idea of lb* Impersonations wbioh ha
has drawn. In tb* second portion of the reading, "Boota
at the Holly Tre* Inn," Mr. Dickens waa morj at how*
tban in Nickleby. In reading, as in writing, Dickon* ia
not always affluent In pathos. Caricature is bis forte,
and be is absolutely without a matter when he g«ta
among hostlers and "boou" and ths loww strata o(
English life.

Mr. Dickens has now given as th* finest illustration*
which he has writtsn of English society in its various
phases as be has seen it. Why not treat us with a sight
of Martin ihuzslewit, Mark laploy, Elijah Pogram, Jef¬
ferson Brick and Mrs Todgers> They all exist to-day,
perhaps with the sharp augles polished of! by our ' ad¬
vanced civilisation," but they "atill live." The sensi¬
tiveness of twenty-five years ago has vanished, and Mr.
Dickens need not foar tbat we will welcome bis picture*
ol these distinguished American worthies with as much
pleasure end complacency as those of dam Weller, Mr.
Pecksniff, Salrey Uamp snd "Mn. Squeers, my dear."

THE EABTHQI ABE M HEW TOBE.

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENCE Of THE HERALO.
Tbot, Deo. 19, 1897. (

Sine# the announcement made Ustsvonlng thst inert

bid been a strsng and Unifying convulsion or ths sart^ j
in tli* early morning of yesterday In a region or country
beginning at Montreal, In Canada But, and Bdllevtlla, j
Canada Waal, and reaching aa tar aouth aa this city and
Albany, Including larga portlona or Vermont and North,
.rn New York, 1 bare beau diligent in invaatlgatloaa aa^
ibo nature and sitsnt ot tba pbanomanon In thlsssctloa
and surroundings. In tbla oounty (Heaaelaar) tba shocb
was moat sensibly rait in Httatown, Hoosao Corner*,
on tha Grafton Mountalna, Naaaau East and Middle-,
Lanaingburg, adjoining thla city, and 8pslglstown,
in Albany county tba rumbling wm rait, and at Wset
Troy and as far wart rrom tha laltar point aaSoMnsa.
tad/.' in this oilyA aa well aa l«LWt

' tioned, tba rumblings war* dirtlart all aeemiOglf
monitory or atill greater force.

#At tba moment or tba sensation I waa alitlng la mf
ofliff In Firrt street, wbioh la bat a raw atepa froa^ Uia

isssf Cm,-*heavy blastings bare taken plaoa to raotfltalj
"g-jsyr fi
judge, between sovea and tea aecond^ with one
explosions, whlob have always beea similar In sound to
tboae marking tha destruoUon oT the tugboat* Haynad
and Heart i, wbioh were deatroyad on the Hud.ou at Ula
point wliuln tha part year and a brtr. N*vartbel««^l/foil aa though something waa oonnaatad with tha i»os
unusurt manifestation, wbioh waa alike auaa*s and aa
.ooouataMe and which waa accompanied bT Palnf'l)JEZrttow, ooourring aa It did jTOH s*1y Aal
solitary hoar. Not for a moment suspeotinf
auob an ooourreace aa aa earthquake in this xoae, at
remote irom the aaual ecept of auch Internal phenomena
or the earth, I at once dismissed the rnmhli"» aen«a-
Uons rrom my mind, only to Hour lo*i«subj«K3t aJHi¦«ci^«5aK5±%>1.h, r*m(Hiatr. *.t,i .bock «aa aeverely rait in all tba priaoipal
streets. The residence of the widow Adams, dorast of
Poalteoay aad William atresia, waa considerably »bakea(while the buildinga on HIU atrert at Me base and on t»a
Rmw n* ^"en's mountain, where from Ore hundred tiSSteu !*»<«. th#^1 .?£of tba oonvauioB, though Bobs Of Itaem were dsma^adto aay great extant. The aoaok waa alao felt at the fall*
or Wood creek, a email atraam WbltebaU talgtwo parts. Ido not learn at tbla <4 that tha shock
waa relt at all elaewbere In Wnafaiagton ooontf. . J

1 need not add that tbla praanonslratioa and portent
baa awaksaed the llvolloet aeaaibiiltlee of the masses of
the people hereabouta, aad alt coaversattoaa turn ape
tha probability of tbeae signs being premonitory of 11»
approaching final dertracUea or the world.

BROOKLYN INTELLIGENCE.

Allbobo raua Paaiaacaa. Jsasph W. Mien suit w«
taken before Justloe Buckley yeeterday to aaawer
charge of raise pretencee preferred by Mr. Montgoc
Queen. The oompiainant made afflda* it that the aco
obtained a loan of $300 ta January, 1M7, from him I
uader the repreaantatloa that the firms or D. B. Brlito* I
A co sad U C. Wilson, or New York, owsd him a ooiv. P
.idarable aum of moaay. Tba aninlaatloa of tba caa*
la art down lor Taaaday aast.
LaneBinbs by Banana.Offloer Brawn, of tha Forty,

fifth precinct, last evening arreated an alleged youthinf I
eneak tblef, named Jamef Hobart, oj a ^arge or st*alJ
lag a pair of baoU rrom the eh<3 store of Horalla Wbi.l
ting, 130 South Sixth street, Brooklyn, E. D. The aa.1
caaed waa locked up. 'I

Oaring tba afternoon the realdeaoe or Mr. Gaits, I
Grand street, E. P., waa entered aad robbed or ladit
wearing apparel aad a gold looket, of the eggrega
value of $60. The thief escaped.
SrnoBH Dtara..A maa named Charles Coanelly di*4 jsuddsnly at his realdenoe, 41 Raymond street, yeeterdaf

afternoon. Coroner Lynch waa notified to hold aa u
quart on tba body.
Brum Oaerat*r.Yeeterday afternoon Mr. Jams

Sadler, realding la Daree street, Bushwlok arena!
C D. bad hie left foot badly crnalied by a Grand
¦treat it. D.) car on jumping off the frout platform, hi
waa taken to bis horns by oHIcar Flak, or tUs Forty-tt'ib
preclact.

DiBINO BIB6MBY El WILL.11SBI B««

A Prlvata Rfsldfsrn Kskksd af Hteska. Bead*
and Trraaary Natea ta tba Aaiauat af NearlF
1111,000. '^1
A burglary a* aaaaaal audaeity, eTin ror Wllllamfc

burg, waa perpetrated between twelve o'clock WedaaA
day night aa* daylight yesterday morning, at tbf
residence of Mr. Heary Rogers, sitarted at the later. [
sartloa of Basbwlek arenas aad Moore atreet, Breok!) i
t. D. Tha sstraaas to the reeideace waa efiects
through a rear window of the aataasioa, aad thab .ri
glare (it la brtlasad thsre were two ef them) then medal
their way from room to room, picking up all tbe »a'
blee ihey eaw, wlthaut '

Dg Inmates. Thsf Aaal^ rouad ta^sir ar
Mr Rossrs' bedroom, aad asamiaed the poeki
or his pantaloon* From thaee they took a pessM-1
book coatalalng tba aa* af f*® la Treassry arte^. I
end ahrn tba Mf M *Bra, whichISited^a tbd haamaeat Wkh tbss.
ikaa gBSd* iMSlf ^i
i,A.in. lha «a thef araoeeded to examlaa tha o a/li'Jlt if ine ££aad the pMtrtsa at their leKsrs (M

tbs emptiaaes of tne Lotties, tbay mmt bsvs
la their cortfartahla ead hospitable quarters far at
two boors, ¦aoomiag fiaaliy eauaMd with their '».
Ike hold aad lartisa burglars departed with tbrtr
wtthoat laterferaaea oa th* . *"

believed that the depradaUrs
form ta carry
of Its efforts
thieves were
habits af tl
enabled them
meatioaeC
Tn Ancat Marnxo of tss Auaw WJ"L'V^J i

i ohsos realdiag la ar aaar >ew
evening at the heuae of Mr. 0. M **aedict, ef this el r.

aad nddrsmss -«rs ma la

Prsaldaal
Dodgs, .ecrstrtT


